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Public Board Meeting 

Agenda 
University Park Plaza – Conference Room A  

January 15, 2016  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

 

Call to Order of the Public Meeting – David Gesko, DDS, President 

 

Introductions 
 

Minutes 

1. Review and Approve Minutes of the October 30, 2015 Public Board Meeting 

 

2. Seating of New Officers  

President: Steven Sperling, DDS 

Vice President: Jake Manahan, JD 

Secretary: Teri Youngdahl, LDA 

Past President: David Gesko, DDS 

 

Professional Association & Dental Education Reports 

3. Minnesota Dental Association (MDA) – Carmelo Cinqueonce; Pete Cannon, DDS 

4. Minnesota Dental Hygienists’ Association (MnDHA) – Candy Hazen, DH 

5. Minnesota Dental Assistants Association (MnDAA) – Kelli Olson, LDA 

6. Minnesota Educators of Dental Assistants (MEDA) – Beth Rynders, LDA 

7. Minnesota Dental Hygiene Educators Association (MDHEA) – Jeanne Anderson, DH 

8. Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) – Merry Jo Thoele, MPH, RDH 

9. Dental and Dental Therapy Programs: 
1. University of Minnesota – Dean Leon Assael, DMD; Todd Thierer, DDS 
2. Metropolitan State University – Dean Ann Leja, DNP, RN; Jayne Cernohous, DDS 

10. Minnesota Dental Therapists’ Association (MnDTA) – Jodi Hager, DT 

11. Midwest Dental Laboratory Association – Gary Iocco 

12. Minnesota Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (MSOMS) – Richard Marlow, DMD 

13. CRDTS Examiners 

14. Other Organizations/Associations 

1. MNOSHA Workplace Safety Consultation Update on Training Alliance – Breca Tschida, MSPH, 

CPE Ergonomics Program Coordinator Industrial Hygienist 

 

15. Interim Executive Director’s Report – Joyce Nelson, LDA 

 

Committee Reports 
16. Executive Committee/President’s Report – David Gesko, DDS 

1. IOPP proposed changes 

2. Ratification vote of the new Executive Director position 

17. Policy Committee – Neal Benjamin, DDS 

18. Sedation Committee – Paul Walker, DDS 

19. Allied Dental Education Committee – Nancy Kearn, DH 

20. Dental Therapy Program Review Committee – Nancy Kearn, DH 

21. Jurisprudence/Professional Development Committee – Jake Manahan, JD 
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22. Licensure & Credentials Committee – Steven Sperling, DDS 

23. CRDTS – Joan Sheppard, DDS 

24. AADB Representatives – Neal Benjamin, DDS; Nancy Kearn, DH 

25. Council of Health Boards – Allen Rasmussen, MA, BS 

26. Complaint Committee Reports – Mary Liesch, DH 

1. Complaint Committee ‘A’ 
2. Complaint Committee ‘B’ 

3. Complaint Statistics 

4. Plans for Joint Complaint Committee Meeting (of March 28, 2016) 

5. Complaint Committee A Motions – Neal Benjamin, DDS 

27. HPSP – Allen Rasmussen, MA, BS 

28. Clinical Licensure Exam Committee – Steven Sperling, DDS 

29. Advertising Task Force – Allen Rasmussen, MA, BS 

30. Prescription Monitoring Program Representative – Neal Benjamin, DDS 

31. Community Water Fluoridation Committee Representative – Paul Walker, DDS 

 

32. Travel Authorizations 

1. March 12-15, 2016: ADEA Annual Session & Exhibits, Denver, CO (approval for ______ to attend) 

2. April 10-11, 2016: AADB Mid-Year Meeting, Chicago, IL (approval for _____ to attend) 

3. April 18-20, 2016: National Oral Health Conference, Cincinnati, OH (approval for _____ to attend)  

 

33. Licenses for Ratification and Reinstatement 
 

34. Variances/Waivers/Petitions/Appeals 
A. Kathryn Young, DH- Variance request for CPR certification 

B. Gina Hierlmeier – Variance request for Board to waive dental assistant training educational requirement 

C. Michael Mallinger, DDS – Variance request for Nitrous Oxide certification 

D. John Wittenstrom, DDS – Variance request for Nitrous Oxide certification 

E. Chad Wojtowick, DDS – Variance request for Nitrous Oxide certification 

F. Diane Aden, LDA – Petition request for acceptance of sedation monitoring training without prerequisite 

N2O certification 

G. Collin Brehmer, Dental Assistant Applicant – Petition request for acceptance of sedation monitoring 

training prior to licensure 

H. Hayley Richards, LDA – Petition request for acceptance of sedation monitoring training prior to licensure 

I. Dariella Rodriguez, Dental Assistant Applicant – Petition request for acceptance of sedation monitoring 

training prior to licensure 

J. Kristie Tanner, Dental Assistant Applicant – Petition request for acceptance of sedation monitoring 

training prior to licensure 

  

35. New Business 
 

36. Review of Action Items 
 

37. Recess to Executive Board Closed Session and Adjourn 
 

Upcoming Public Board Meeting Dates 

April 15, 2016 

July 15, 2016 

October 14, 2016 
 

Plan Ahead For… 

January 13, 2017 

April 21, 2017 


